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 To mark the 6th anniversary of the launch of Smart Cities Mission, Akshaya College of 

Engineering and Technology organised a national level webinar titled "Smart Cities - The 

Challenges". The webinar was delivered by Dr Sheetal Sharma, Dean, School of Architecture, 

VIT University, Bhopal. The webinar took place from 10.30 AM to 12.00 Noon in Google Meet 

Platform. Prof.P.A.Edwin Fernando welcomed the gathering.  

 

 Dr Sheetal Sharma made an interactive presentation which had the audience on their 

toes courtesy some interactive quizzes and polls. She requested the audiences to state the 

character a smart city should acquire. With the participation of the audience, she emphasized 

that sustainability was the most important character for the future of smart cities. Citing various 

examples, she explained the need of both collective intelligence and artificial intelligence 

systems to ensure sustainability. She spoke on the need to change mindset, materials and 

technology that are not only suited to the present but also to the immediate future. She justified 

the opinion that our ignorance of traditional knowledge and over dependence on data and 

machines could well prove to be a nemesis. She concluded that to ensure the sustainability of 

cities, the cities should be made intelligent. She later took questions related to energy efficiency, 

smart transportation and urban water management. The participants and organizers were of the 

general opinion that the session was well planned and delivered. She concluded that smart 

Cities mission is still in nascent stages and it shall open up as a separate opportunity for 

research. 

 The thoughts were based on experience and the solutions were very pragmatic. All 

participants were provided with an overview of Smart City Projects in Coimbatore and access to 

a collection of technical documents related to smart cities.  

 Ms. Karolina proposed the Vote of Thanks. Prof. Pon.Rathnavel introduced the resource 

person and moderated the question answer session. 

 



 

 

Totally 46 Students (14 students from 4th semester, 8 from 6th semester and 24 from     

8th semester) and 5 faculty members from Akshaya College of Engineering participated in the 

webinar. 49 faculty members from other Engineering institution. Also, 397 participants in ACET 

YouTube Channel took part in the webinar. 
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